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CROSSWORD

CRYPTOGRAM
If we knew what it was we were doing, 
it would not be called research, would 
it? – Albert Einstein

WE’VE GOT YOUR NUMBER
Explanation
1.	X = First three digits of your phone number 
2.	80X
3. 80X + 1
4. 250 (80X+1) or 20,000X + 250
5. 20,000X + 250 + Y
6. 20,000X + 250 + 2Y
7. 20,000X + 250 + 2Y -250 or 20,000X + 2Y
8. (20,000X + 2Y)/2 or 10,000X + Y

Thus, no matter what your phone number is, the 
final number will repeat your phone number. 
(The 10,000 multiplier is needed to move the first 
three digits over four decimal places).

For more brainteasers, go to http://www.niehs.
nih.gov/kids/brnumber.htm and test your skills. 
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